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IM: Origin

➢ At the first announcement for a Council on

January 25, 1959 by Pope John XXIII there was no

word about Communication.

➢ Among the answers from Bishops, Major

Superiors and Catholic institutions on subjects to

be treated at the Council out of a total of 2150

answers only 18 mentioned media or

communication.



IM: Preparation

➢ Already in the first internal pre-preparatory

Commission of the Vatican II in November 1959 a

proposal was made for a Commission on modern
means for the Apostolate, especially Cinema,
Radio/TV…

➢ In the first session of this group the following

agenda was proposed:

1. How can these means contribute to the

spreading of the Christian Message?



IM: Agenda 

2. Examine the negative effects on the ideology

and practice of the faithful through wrong use of

the media.

3. The actual presence of the Church in the

Media.

4. Doctrinal principles and practical applications.

➢June 5, 1960: A Secretariat was created to handle “all



IM: Preparatory Commission
➢ June 5, 1960: A Secretariat was created to handle “all

questions related to the modern means of Social
Communication: Press, Radio/TV, Film.

➢ President: Archbishop Martin J. O’Connor

➢ Secretary: Andrea M. Deskur.

➢ 41 members from 21 different countries, one Asian

Msgr. Giustino Ortiz (Manila) all of them bishops

or priests; no laity or professionals

➢ Name now: Secretariat of the Press and Film

➢ Purpose: Preparation of a Council document…





➢ Aim: To address the problems 

facing humanity in the modern 

age 

➢ To rediscover the Gospel 

message in an age of   

technological innovations



IM page with handwritten remarks by Pope John XXIII



IM: in the Making

➢ On February 23, 1962 the final document with 114

paragraphs was ready. It was presented to the

Central Committee of the Council in March: De
Instrumentis Diffusionis seu Communicatio
Socialis

➢ Approved and discussed by the Central Committee

of Vatican II in two sessions April 2/3, 1962



IM: Preparation

➢ Pope John XXIII personally addressed on April

3, 1962 the Central Committee. There he also

commented on the Communication document in

a somehow extensive way seeing

Communication as a challenge and

opportunity.

➢ He referred to the two encyclical letters of his

predecessors

➢ He also pointed to his own allocations especially

for the Press.



IM: Document

The final Communication Document had all in all 114

paragraphs in 4 sections:

1. Doctrine of the Church

2. Action and Apostolate

3. Ecclesiastical Discipline and Structure

4. Single instruments/Media: Press, Radio, TV,

Film and other technical means like tapes etc.

This last chapter alone constituted almost half

of the document!



IM: Reception

➢ The document was placed for discussion on

November 23, 24 and 26, 1962 with 57 interventions

from the floor and 42 in writing, including one from

the then auxiliary bishop of Krakow Karol Woytila.

➢ The document was accepted by a great majority with

the following proposals:

1. The text is approved and is worth the treatment at a

Council…

2. Trim the text to the essentials of doctrine and pastoral

directives

3. There should be a special Pastoral Instruction worked out

by experts at a later stage….



IM: Revisions

➢After the discussion in the first session of the Council

the original document was reduced to essential parts.

➢According to the Council interventions the following

‘corrections’ were inserted:

✓Role of Laity in Communication (cf. Nos. 3,13,19)

✓Youth is especially included (Nos. 10,12)

✓Support for Catholic Press by faithful

✓Theatre, which was excluded in the original

considerations of the Secretariat, is now included

(14)



IM: Voting

➢ The revised document (24 paragraphs only) was

promulgated at the end of the second Council
session by Pope Paul VI together with the Document

on Liturgy on December 4, 1963. IM is one of the first

two documents of the Council.



IM: Critical Opinions..

Joseph Ratzinger (later Pope

Benedict XVI), was expert of

Card. Joseph Frings (Cologne)

at the Council. He commented

those days about IM:

“ There is no doubt that the text does not express
what it should as a text of a Council”



IM: Permanent Value
➢Though the reception of Inter Mirifica was not all

positive and the revised text is more a collection of

statements and prescriptions, there are some points

to be made on the permanent value of the document
which proved to be providential for future
developments:

I. With Inter Mirifica it is for the first time in history
that an ecumenical Council discusses Communication

and agrees that it is an important subject, worth to be

treated at a Council: The Fathers voted

overwhelmingly on Communication as essential for
the Church and Ministry.



IM: Perennial Value..
II. The expression Social Communication was created and

accepted through the Council though it was still used

as an expression instead of “Mass Media”, “Media of

Diffusion” or similar as a footnote at the official

document .

➢ The full potential of this expression, however, as

covering a whole range of social (human)

communication beyond media and technology

was never seen and taken up in the following years…

III. The introduction of World Communication Day with

annual messages of the Pope on different themes in

Communication (since 1967) - a rich resource of

Church teachings…



IM: Perennial Value..
IV. The introduction of a permanent structure for

communication with a Pontifical Office (Council) ,

national and diocesan offices should be appreciated and

followed…(John XXIII commented handwritten on this

section: Optime

V. The publication (1971) of the Pastoral Instruction Communio
et Progressio (CP) as “demanded” by the Council. Far

beyond IM it is seen as the new magna Charta for

Communication. This is a decisive development

triggered by the Council …

CP not only has a theological ‘Introduction’ (6-16) but also does

not start with “right of the Church” but with communication in
human society in general (19-100) before treating the Catholic

commitment to the field (102-180)…



IM: Perennial Value..

VI. The professional training and formation for

production and reception of the Media and the

importance of Media Education is an important

demand which unfortunately is not followed up till

now…

➢Fr. Enrico Baragli SJ, - one of the main actors

on IM – stated in a review after 20 years of

IM that this demand was not fulfilled at all till

that time…

➢…. This may be repeated also now after more

than 60 years…



IM: Challenges

➢ Considering the value and importance of Inter Mirifica in

modern perspective leads to further following Challenges:

I. From ‘Media’ (instrumentality) to socio-cultural Reality…

II. (Social Communication)

III. From instrumental perspective to Communication Theology..
In fact Dei Verbum the document on Revelation which was

issued 1965 at the end of the Council (after 7 drafts) must be

seen also as a communication document, devoted to the

communicating God and somehow substituting the missing

theology in IM …

IV. From pastoral means/use (methodology) to disposition,

Spirituality…



IM: Challenges..

IV. From structure to “spirit’ : Disposition…

V. From  Isolation to Integration: Communication 

dimension of  all ministries …

VI. From “Means of   Communication” to the full
sense of  human Social Communication…

VII. From IM to a “New Culture of  Communication”  

with  “new ways of  communicating with new 

languages, new techniques and a new 

psychology” ( JPII: RM 37c)



“All the members of  the Church 

should make a concerted effort to 

ensure that the means of  

communication are put at the 

service of  the multiple forms of  the 

apostolate without delay and as 

energetically as possible, where 

and when they are needed” 

(IM 13). 




